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Full glad they were, and took the naked sprite^
Which straight the earth yclothed in his clay;
The lion heart, the ounce gave active might,
The horse good shape, the sparrow lust to play.
Nightingale voice, enticing songs to say;
Elephant gave a perfect memory,
And parrot ready tongue, that to apply.

The fox gave craft, the dog gave flattery,

Ass patience, the mole a working thought,

Eagle high look, wolf secret cruelty,

Monkey sweet breath, the cow her fair eyes brought,

The ermine whitest skin, spotted wkh naught;

The sheep mild-seeming face, climbing the bear,

The stag did give the harm-eschewing fear.

The hare her sleights, the cat his melancholy,
Ant industry, and cony skill to build;
Cranes order, storks to be appearing holy;
Chameleon ease to change, duck case to yield;
Crocodile, tears which might be falsely spuTd;
Ape great thing gave, though he did mowing stand,
The instrument of instruments, the hand.

Each other beast likewise his present brings,

And (but they drad their Prince they aught should want)

They all consented were to give him wings;

And aye more awe towards him for to plant,

To their own work this privilege they grant,

That from thenceforth to all eternity

No beast should freely speak, but only he.

Thus Man was made, thus Man their lord became:

Who at the first, wanting or hiding pride,

He did to beasts best use his cunning frame,

With water drink, herbs meat, and naked hide.

And fellow-like, let his dominion slide,

Not in his sayings saying I, but BY,

As if he meant his lordship common be.

But when his seat so rooted he had found
That they now skilTd not how from him to wend,
Then gan in guiltless earth full many a wound,
Iron to seek, which gainst itself should bend,
To tear the bowels that good corn should send:
But yet the common dam none did bemoan,
Because, though hurt, they never heard her groan*